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pollutes, as we see it doing today, but then at its ease
and unhindered, and you have perhaps caused as much
destruction of life by your abstinence as others by
resort to violence; still you have set up an ideal which
may some day and at any rate ought to lead up to
better things. But even soul-force, when it is effective,
destroys.  Only those who have used it with eyes
open, know how much more terrible and destructive
it is than the sword and the cannon; and only those
who do not limit their view to the act and its immediate
results, can see how tremendous are its after-effects,.
how much is eventually destroyed and with that much
all the life that depended on it and fed upon it. Evil
cannot perish without the destruction of much that
lives by the evil, and it is no less destruction even if
we personally are saved the pain of a sensational act
of violence.

Moreover, every time we use soul-force we raise a
great force of Karma against our adversary, the after-
movements of which we have no power to control.
Vasishtha uses soul-force against the military violence
of Viswamitra and armies of Huns and Shakas and
Pallavas hurl themselves on the aggressor. The very
quiescence and passivity of the spiritual man under
violence and aggression awakens the tremendous forces.
of the world to a retributive action; and it may even
be more merciful to stay in their path, though by
force, those who represent evil than to allow them to
trample on until they call down on themselves a worse
destruction than we would ever think of inflicting. It
is not enough that our own hands should remain clean
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